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are outraged beyond endurance. The remedy is, then,
simply not to outrage their consciences.

Do not be afraid that they will not make allowances.
All men make very large allowances indeed before they
stake their own lives in a war to the death with society.
Nobody demands or expects the millennium. But there are
two things that must be set right, or we shall perish, like
Rome, of soul atrophy disguised as empire.

The first is, that the daily ceremony of dividing the
wealth of the country among its inhabitants shall be so
conducted that no crumb shall go to any able-bodied adults
who are not producing by their personal exertions not only
a full equivalent for what they take, but a surplus sufficient
to provide for their superannuation and pay back the debt
due for their nurture.

The second is that the deliberate infliction of malicious
injuries which now goes on under the name of punishment
be abandoned; so that the thief, the ruffian, the gambler,
and the beggar, may without inhumanity be handed over
to the law, and made to understand that a State which is
too humane to punish will also be too thrifty to waste the
life of honest men in watching or restraining dishonest
ones. That is why we do not imprison dogs. We even
take our chance of their first bite. But if a dog delights to
bark and bite, it goes to the lethal chamber. That seems
to me sensible. To allow the dog to expiate his bite by a
period of torment, and then let him loose in a much more
savage condition (for the chain makes a dog savage) to bite
again and expiate again, having meanwhile spent a great
deal of human life and happiness in the task of chaining
and feeding and tormenting him, seems to me idiotic and
superstitious. Yet that is what we do to men who bark
and bite and steal. It would be far more sensible to put
up with their vices, as we put up with their illnesses, until
they give more trouble than they are worth, at which point
we should, with many apologies and expressions of sympathy,
and some generosity in complying with their last wishes,